oak forest near the village of Moscow, Pennsylvania,

siyouring gypsy-moth caterpillars. Though birds ate vast
imbers of the caterpﬂlars and. camed them to their newly

3 rest, dropping a fine spray of DDT in an oil solution at
2 fhe rate of five pounds an acre. The effect was instantane-
25us. The destrucnve caterpillars, caught in the deadly rain,

how much DDT birds could wnhstand
_Thls test arouses more than compassion for the birds.

ower of DDT, Birds, along with beneficial insects and
eather, are a steady curb on the destructive insects which

the earth, we might soon know a great famine,
‘The stage for the pathetic drama in the Pennsylvania

G - of the United States Department of Agriculture had selected

of potentia] American timber in the past. DDT offered
quick, economical control of harmful forest insects.

In 2 nearby 40-acre tract of the forest, only one pound
an acre of DDT had been applied. No birds were killed,
but the caterpillars were destroyed as effectively as in the
- mile-square area where five pounds an acre had killed
_virtually every bird. From these experiments the govern-
ment scientists learned that dosages of DDT as low as‘one

Down in Maryland, there is a goverhment wild-life
refuge.of 2, 600 acres, called Patuxent. Last spring an air-

“had been sown at the height of the breedmg season. The
% population of msect-eatmg forest mice and shrews,, and’

N MAY 23, 1945, the sun shone warmly on'a large

ere is the cold significance of a chill wind in the potential.

’ forest had been set in advance. The Bureau of Entomology .

Serious insect eruptions have destroyed millions of cubic feet”

" structive honusehold insect, Its staying. power; whi

cre. After the’ spraymg, government blologlsts claimed °
there was no' appreciable loss of birds, although the DDT

arger fur 4nd game “animals remained: unaffected but .

and kills aquatic insects on which bng fish feed. Troutltave
died from eating poisoned water insects, and- crayfish, sala
manders and tadpoles are also destroyed by the msecnclde.
Thus streams and ponds may become barren of all life *
from the cumulative effects of DDT. Not only are freshe . *
water fishes killed, but along our Eastern seacoast, hun~ .
dreds of thousands of edible salt-water fishes and crabs have
_died where. DDT was used expenmentally at th: rate of
one-half pound an acre for mosquito control.

DDT’s greatest defect for use of out-of-doors i its
non-selective killing power, Even in experienced hards, its
use may be likened to firing a broadside' at a throng of )
people in which we have both enemies.and: friends, F or..
tunately for us, there are more kinds of insects that are
helpful than harmful. The destructive ones make all insects
seem baneful, but it is probable that we could not live with~
. out the services of beneficial insects any more. than wuhout .
the birds,

In the Pennsylvania forest experimerit, DDT destroyed
all gypsy-moth caterpillars and canker worms, but it also

. annihilated the lady-bird beetles which feed upon aphids.
The aphid," a destructive pest, is little affected by DDT. -,
When the enemy of the aphid was removed, there wasa -
_tremendous outbrezk of them in the oak for&st. But aph1ds
are short-lived in wet weather, and fortunatcly, a rainy
spell arrived soon afterward.

DDT, sprayed on peach trees to kill the destructive
.Ofriental fruit moth, was even more deadly in killing the
- parasitic insect that orchardists had introduced to prey on
the moth, DDT is not effective - -against the woolly aphrs, a
serious pest of apple trees, but is very destrucuve to the-
Aphelinus parasite that usually controls the wsooily aphis. .
In Caleorma, gigantic outbreaks of. the European red .myite- ¥
"occurred in citrus orchards after spraymg W'lth DD’I‘ The.
. insecticide had extcrmmated insects controllmg the pesuf- ;
erous red mite,

Honey bees are-regarded.as beneficial, not only'for the.
_ 225 million pounds of honey they produce annually in ‘this
country, but, for their 1mportance in pollinating fowers.
‘Were it not for bees carrying pollen from flower to flower,
many orchards and field crops would not bear fruit or,
seed. Insect pests of apple, clover arid alfdlfa blossoms, cone
trollable with DDT, require spraying at the time pees" visit:
“the flowers. - Thousands of bees, syrphus ﬂxcs aid other’
pollinating insects are kitled when they alxght on hlossoms
loaded with DDT.

Unfortunately, DDT and the new and powarful Brms’h =
insecticide, 666, are two-edged swords. Used . mdaorsr
DDT is the perfect insecticide. It kills px‘achcall very, de

'éél'ayeé

on indoor surfaces and dusted into clofhmg, assures e

continued killing of fiiés, bedbugs, moths and: othé gse
for months afterward Usad ont—of-d.oors, 11: 1 the




'.of japanese beetles and*oﬂ;ger pests. Yetit complctely Afails to -
' haa'm many -othqr destrﬁcnve msects,. whxle <k£ﬁmg théu*

qmck]y 'repiacedh ‘o

" “There is mow’ ts;xdence ‘that some destructive insects
munlty {o-geértain insecticides, After years of
, odling~moth grubs which infest apples,

: ‘e"gmbs,haﬁ,e ‘become T sistant to it. Thirty years ago, the’

Cahforma ;re;'l Séailc, a pest. on citrus trees, was readily con-

trolléd- by futhi gating :trees with hydrogen cyanide. But 2

PN

" %pesistant’ ‘rage? of red scale evolved and their control with
tlus chcmmﬁl né mow more difficult.

: Th a receritiaest, rats were Lilled by feeding them milk

: ﬁ-om Foats rece 7ng small-daily dosages of DD'T. Scientists

" . conducting-the experiment are wortied that. cow’s milk

‘might become ampregnated with DDT if dairy cattle are

" gllowed to graZe on-areas sprayed or dusted with. the insec-

) nc)dc. ' T

""The federal government has 14 expenmental areas in
‘the United States where -the effect of DDT is being ob-
served on p]ants and soil, and on msects, birds, fishes and
other creatures important as food or in keeping harmful
insects within bounds, It seems advisable not to use DDT
ouzside of 6addmg; until the results of these experiments

‘ :-'1» .are. better ¥nown, DDT must be reduced to a much'finer
selecnv:ty ig.it ds to spare many wild creatures which we -

not only seek for yecreation but dc,pend on for existence,
. JOHN K. TERRES

The Bandwagon

_CITY GREET$ CHURCHILL;
' POIICE..GUARD INCREASED

'« Héadline. in the New York Sun. 7
Churchill reécived no fee for his address. The Green Founda-

_ tion of little Westminster College (225 students now) each year
.. _sponsors & lecture by an outstanding speaker. The purpose of the

.+ foundation is to promote international good will.— From ks

De: Moines Register.

,Bncker Warns Against Growing Socxal Security, ~ Hesdline
" in tﬁz Nm York Snn.

* Filipo L dc Hostos, prcsndent of the Puerto Rican Chamber

of Commerce, says thatthis American island has some of the -

‘worldis- tost” fzx~iamed slums because their residents like them
that way. = . . The' frec-and-casy-going Pucrto Rican of the
Tower class is happy where he'doesn’t have to worry about rent,
. plumbing facilities and water mains, de Hostos says, — From she

Cﬁdcagé Dady News; “.

'Démecracy in Action, Sontharn Division
'I‘e.nncssce has no wh:te primary law and in the cities pro-
fpomonatcly about 29 many Negroes as whites manage to get
mdq to voting. There i is very little pohtlcal

- Times.

But Could Hc Smg? . : oot
"The followers of. Caravaggxo, for instance, who zdorn thex‘
walls .do it far more daboraicly than Caravaggm himself, whose:
one exam_ple, “St. Francis in Ecstasy,” 3s not really so compli-
cated after all, This s a boyish St, Francis, good-loolnng and
charming, and not unlike our Governor Dewey, and it is easy: -3
to see why people rallied to him.— From Henry MeBride's col-
‘umn on Ari in the New York Sun. .

Dog’s Best Friend
Student, stay with your dog evenings, Sat., Sun.; 4 years vet.
med. J320] Times. — Situstion-tosrited ad in sthe New York

.

Our readers ave invited to contribute 1o this column; $1 will be:
paid for cach dtem wsed. Addrm chdwagon, care of the New

Correspon;d ence

Italy s Share in the Allied Victory

SIR: Because of the Fascist dictatorship, _many people thmk 0
ltzly as an Axis country. Few know the :mportance of the con

Resistance, grew to an army of about 25,000 men in cenf
ltaly and to possibly 2s many as 150,000 in northern i At
during the summer of 1944 Patriots were badly eqmp
poorly armed and often lived at starvation levels,

gaged several Gcrman and Fascxst divisions whxch othe,

18,000 killed.

At the time of the armistice, 16,000 men of Italy’s yeg
forces had died fighting the Germans; 540,000 were
in Germany Only 80,00 regular-army soldiers were a]lo
join the fight for Italy’s hberanon, but 196,000 Wq
ployed in Itzly in awxiliary services and 482,000 war
were enrolled in workers’ units or engaged in other act
in the United States and in the British Commonwealths;
casnalties of the Italian regular forces dnnng the twcnv .'
of war with the Allies were over 52,000, navy and g
included,

Thcse are dry ﬁgu:es, bnt they give 2 pxcture tha%

s

unwilling partner in the Axis,

. Bentington, V?.

Save the Anti-N azis




